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authorize or permit the lessee there-
under to unreasonably interfere with
or endanger operations under an exist-
ing OCS mineral, oil and gas, or sul-
phur lease.

§281.9 Jurisdictional controversies.

In the event of a controversy between
the United States and a State as to
whether certain lands are subject to
Federal or State jurisdiction (43 U.S.C.
1336), either the Governor or the Sec-
retary may initiate negotiations in an
attempt to settle the jurisdictional
controversy. With the concurrence of
the Attorney General, the Secretary
may enter into an agreement with a
State with respect to OCS mineral ac-
tivities under the Act or under State
authority and to payment and im-
pounding of rents, royalties, and other
sums and with respect to the offering
of lands for lease pending settlement of
the controversy.

Subpart B—Leasing Procedures

§281.11 Unsolicited request for a lease
sale.

(a) Any person may at any time re-
quest that OCS minerals be offered for
lease. A request that OCS minerals be
offered for lease shall be submitted to
the Director and shall contain the fol-
lowing information:

(1) The area to be offered for lease.

(2) The OCS minerals of primary in-
terest.

(3) The available OCS mineral re-
source and environmental information
pertaining to the area of interest to be
offered for lease which supports the re-
quest.

(b) Within 45 days after receipt of a
request submitted under paragraph (a)
of this section, the Director shall ei-
ther initiate steps leading to the offer
of OCS minerals for lease and notify
the applicant of the action taken or in-
form the applicant of the reasons for
not initiating steps leading to the offer
of OCS minerals for lease.

(c) Any interested party may at any
time submit information to the Direc-
tor concerning the scheduling of pro-
posed lease sales of OCS minerals in
any area of the OCS. Such information
may include but not be limited to any
of the following:
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(1) Benefits of conducting a lease sale
in an area.

(2) Costs of conducting a lease sale in
an area.

(3) Geohazards which could be en-
countered in an area.

(4) Geological information about an
area and mineral resource potential.

(5) Environmental information about
an area.

(6) Information about known archae-
ological resources in an area.

§281.12 Request for OCS mineral in-
formation and interest.

(a) When considering whether to offer
OCS minerals for lease, the Secretary,
upon the Department of the Interior’s
own initiative or as a result of a sub-
mission under §281.11, may request in-
dications of interest in the leasing of a
specific OCS mineral, a group of OCS
minerals, or all OCS minerals in the
area being considered for lease. Re-
quests for information and interest
shall be published in the FEDERAL REG-
ISTER and may be published elsewhere.

(b) States and local governments, in-
dustry, other Federal Agencies, and all
interested parties (including the pub-
lic) may respond to a request for infor-
mation and interest. All information
provided to the Secretary will be con-
sidered in the decision whether to pro-
ceed with additional steps leading to
the offering of OCS minerals for lease.

(c) The Secretary may request spe-
cific information concerning the offer-
ing of a specific OCS mineral, a group
of OCS minerals, or all OCS minerals
in a broad area for lease or the offering
of one or more discrete tracts which
represent a minable orebody. The Sec-
retary’s request may ask for comments
on OCS areas which have been deter-
mined to warrant special consideration
and analysis. Requests may be for com-
ments concerning geological conditions
or archaeological resources on the sea-
bed; multiple uses of the area proposed
for leasing, including navigation,
recreation and fisheries; and other so-
cioeconomic, biological, and environ-
mental information relating to the
area proposed for leasing.
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